CORRESPONDENCE AND DRAWINGS RELATE TO
THE OUTSIDE BROADCASTING VANS PROVIDED
BY MARCONI TO THE BBC IN THE 1950s

This information kindly provided by Basil Francis
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Mr, Basil Francis & Decembar 1080
0.E.C. Marcond
Chalmalord

Bu.u *"tr Fromsis .

Thank you very much for your help In establishing the detalls of Marcond
Cutelde Broadcasal Units used by the BBC,

It was moal gensrous of you Lo glve up your "day-off' to moot me on my visit
to Chelmaford, end I wns extremely grateful to be able to benefit from your
kricowledge and sxperience of Outside Broadeast vehicle manufacture. I muat
say you cams up with & Few surprises, eapecially with refersnce Lo Lhe
earlier articulated traller HCH'as.

Since seeing you I have ressarched further, and have confirmed from Lhe BBC
vahicle f(lest ragister that two earlier HCR'a 1 and § wers the ones that
Marconl bullt as HCH'm 8 and 9. MOR 10 was slso egquipped an m Marconl Image
Orthicon camerm unit For the Midlands Reglom. If this wea not constructed
at Chelmaford, it must have been inatmlled by BBE PAID. T have ap yebt been
unable to confirm this.

The later flest of wvehicles MCR®'s 13, Y4, 15 apd 6 wore inltielly allocated
one Lo Manchester and thres to London. The detmils of theas mre quite well

documented, although ma yet 1 have not been able Lo Find o draving of theoe
undte.

1 had a most enjoyable day visiting 0.E.C Marconi, mnd would like to thamik
you agialn for all the help and hospitality extended Lo me.

I would amlsa 1ike bo take this opportunity toe wish you & very happy
retirement, and best wiahes For Chreisimas and the Mew Year.

Toura aincerely

HL 4....11‘

Hosard L. Arnall




Hr. Roy Rodwell, d4ch February, 1989.
GEC Marcomi Lrd.,

Publicity Umie,

The Laurels,

Wictoria Road,

Chelmsford. CHI IPG

Du%—h H

Thank you for your letter and your investigations into not ooly the
'migging’ 08 vehicles, but missing lecters sent during the Christmas pericd.
I have checked with the BBC post room Supervisor, who has not received any
other norification of undelfiversd mail at this time. Eowaver, 1 have
enclosed coples of the eriginsl letters amdl enclosures for Basil Francis and

Peter Turrall, and weuld be most grateful if you could forward these to them.

Hith regard to thes yet unidentified BBEC Outside Broadcasce unlte, the
fnformation that I have been able to confirm to date 18 as follows:-

HCR 7 — Three of the original RCA Image Orthicon cameras were
temporarily installed In an old sound recording vehlcle,
T29, a Thornyeroftc Signec.

These were later transferred to an artieulated trailer,
no decails avallable.

MCRE B = Harconi: Image Orthicons Installed in a previcusly used
traller unit. MNo. TA4, a Dysom 3 tom. Bodywork by Spurling.

MCR 9 - Harconi: MK 2 Image Orchicone agaln fnstalled in a previously
used traller unit No. TA3, a Dysoo 3 ton. Bodywork by
Marshall,

MCE 10 - Marconi Mk2 Tmage Orthicon inscalled im & new articulated
traller. Mo. TA 9, a Dyson 3 ron. Bodywork by Marshalls.

During our conversation with Basil Francis, he recalled carrying out work
installing new equipment ince two previously used articulated trailers,
which are assumed to ba MCR's B and 9, although he did not recolleck details
of HCR 13, which was a new unic.

Ferhaps 1f there is now more time available, seme further researches into
this perlod might be possible to confirm which ones were buile ae
Chelmaford. The time span I believe would have been 1949 to the end of
1950,

The second group of Marconl MCR's, 13, lﬁ, 15 and 16 were complated du:iq
the periad 1954=-55, aod were allocated, 13 to Manchester, and 14, 15, and 16
to London. Begistration Nos. were consecutiwe. PGN EL3 to PGN Bl&.

Bodywork again by Marshalls. Any works drawings or specifications regarding
thege would be most useful, although I have established that they were later
converted to 625 working and 4 camera unice by BBC P & ID during 1964-65.

I would 1ike to thank you again for all the assistance you have given to me
in @y research, and look forward to seeing you on the &6th March,

Youre slmcerely,

P

H: L. Arnall
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